
 ARCHIVES

 Ting Ling'V
 "When I WaV in Sha ChXan

 (ClRXd Village)"

 WiWh a diVcXVViRn b\ Yi-WVi FeXeUZeUkeU

 ThiV VWRU\ b\ Rne Rf mRdeUn China'V mRVW famRXV ZRmen ZUiWeUV ZaV
 ZUiWWen in 1940 dXUing Whe SinR-JaSaneVe WaU. A bUief biRgUaShical
 VkeWch Rf Ting Ling and a diVcXVViRn Rf Whe VWRU\ aUe aSSended.

 * * *

 "When I WaV in Sha ChXan (ClRXd Village)"1

 DeVSiWe Whe geneUal imSURYemenW in m\ healWh CRmUade MR WhRXghW
 WhaW iW ZRXld be beWWeU WR giYe me a WemSRUaU\ UeVW fURm Whe bXVWle Rf Whe
 PRliWical DeSaUWmenW, and he accRUdingl\ decided WR Vend me Rn a
 fRUWnighW'V leaYe WR ClRXd, a neighbRUing Yillage abRXW WhiUW\ liV aZa\. I
 ZelcRmed Whe SURVSecW Rf WhiV change becaXVe iW ZRXld giYe me an RS-
 SRUWXniW\ WR ZUiWe XS Whe nRWeV I had Waken dXUing Whe SUeYiRXV WhUee
 mRnWhV.

 On Whe jRXUne\, Zhich ZaV cRYeUed Rn fRRW, I ZaV accRmSanied b\ a
 fellRZ cRmUade fURm Whe PRliWical BXUeaX ZhR, I SUeVXmed, ZaV YiViWing
 Whe Slace in cRnnecWiRn ZiWh heU ZRUk. She ZaV a VilenW UeVeUYed W\Se Rf

 1. The VWRU\ iV daWed 1940. ThiV WUanVlaWiRn iV Waken fURm an EngliVh ediWiRn Rf 1945
 SXbliVhed b\ KXWXb PXbliVheUV, BRmba\, WUanVlaWed b\ KXng PX-Vheng. The VWRU\ ZaV
 UeYiVed b\ Ting Ling in Whe 1951 ChineVe ediWiRn, WR emShaVi]e Ching-Ching'V XndeUVWand-
 ing Rf heU ZRUk. TheVe UeYiViRnV aUe SURYided in Whe nRWeV. NRWeV 2-5 aUe UeSUinWed fURm
 Whe RUiginal WUanVlaWiRn.

 [SignV: JRXUnal Rf WRmen in CXlWXUe and SRcieW\ 1976, YRl. 2, nR. 1]
 ? 1976 b\ The UniYeUViW\ Rf ChicagR. All UighWV UeVeUYed.
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 SeUVRn and hence Whe WUiS Veemed dXll and lRnel\ WR me. MRUeRYeU, aV I
 hadn'W UecRYeUed m\ fXll VWUengWh, I ZaV cRmSelled WR gR VlRZl\, VR WhaW
 alWhRXgh Ze VWaUWed eaUl\ in Whe mRUning, iW ZaV almRVW VXnVeW b\ Whe
 Wime Ze aSSURached RXU deVWinaWiRn.

 FURm Whe diVWance, ClRXd Yillage lRRked YeU\ mXch Whe Vame aV an\
 RWheU. BXW I kneZ WheUe ZaV a beaXWifXl chXUch Zhich had nRW been

 deVWUR\ed, and, in Whe VXUURXnding hillV, a Vmall fRUeVW Rf SineV neaU
 Zhich I ZRXld be VWa\ing. FURm WheVe hillV I ZRXld haYe a diUecW YieZ Rf
 Whe chXUch. The chXUch ZaV nRW \eW in VighW alWhRXgh I cRXld nRZ Vee a
 feZ URZV Rf caYeV alRng Whe hillVide and Whe gUeen bUancheV aURXnd
 Whem, aV Zell aV Whe ZillRZ WUeeV enciUcling Whe Yillage. The Slace gaYe me
 a feeling Rf cRnWenWmenW.

 "NRZ Ze can Va\ Ze haYe aV gRRd aV aUUiYed. LeW XV UeVW fRU a Zhile.
 WhaW dR \RX Va\?" I WhRXghW WhaW m\ cRmSaniRn mighW SeUhaSV be ZRUn
 RXW.

 "NR, Ze cannRW VWRS. LRRk aW Whe Vk\. We VWill haYe WR find RXU
 lXggage. I ZRndeU if iW haV been bURXghW heUe."

 I had gaWheUed fURm m\ cRmSaniRn WhaW WhiV ZaV a bXV\ Yillage.
 HRZeYeU, Ze did nRW cRme acURVV eYen a child RU a dRg aV Ze aSSURached
 iW. A feZ ZiWheUed leaYeV ZeUe being ZhiUled abRXW and VcaWWeUed b\ Whe
 Zind.

 "ThiV XVed WR be a SUimaU\ VchRRl bXW iW ZaV deVWUR\ed b\ Whe
 JaSaneVe laVW \eaU," Ah-KZei, m\ cRmSaniRn, Vaid. "And WhiV ZaV a big
 claVV-URRm. LRRk aW iW nRZ!" She e[ciWedl\ SRinWed WR a laUge, emSW\
 cRXUW\aUd. "A \eaU and a half agR iW ZaV fXll Rf acWiYiW\. The RfficeUV
 Sla\ed fRRWball heUe eYeU\ da\ afWeU dinneU."

 Then imSaWienWl\, "Wh\, WheUe'V nR Rne heUe! Shall Ze gR WR Whe
 Village CRXncil fiUVW RU XS Whe hill? I Whink Ze had beWWeU aVk Whe Za\
 befRUe Ze VWaUW. Of cRXUVe I knRZ Whe hill Zell bXW iW iV alZa\V beWWeU WR be
 VXUe Rf Whe diUecWiRn. WheUe cRXld Whe\ haYe Waken RXU lXggage? IW
 dReVn'W maWWeU WR me VR mXch, bXW I'm afUaid \RX ma\ be ZRUUied."

 NeaU Whe dRRU Rf Whe Village CRXncil WheUe ZeUe man\ ZhiWe SRVWeUV
 VWXck Rn Whe Zall. BXW iW ZaV deaWhl\ VWill inVide-nRW a VRXl WR be fRXnd.
 TheUe ZeUe jXVW a feZ baUe WableV VcaWWeUed aURXnd.

 SXddenl\ a man daVhed in. He WhUeZ a glance aW me aV if he ZanWed
 WR aVk a TXeVWiRn, bXW VZallRZed iW haVWil\. He VWaUWed WR UXn RXW again bXW
 Ze VWRSSed him.

 "Oh \eV, RXU fRlkV? The\ haYe gRne WR Whe ZeVW Vide Rf Whe Yillage.
 LXggage? YeV, WheUe ZaV VRme lXggage. IW ZaV VenW XS Whe hill VRme Wime
 agR WR SecRnd AXnW LiX'V." He VWRRd lRRking aW XV cXUiRXVl\.

 We fRXnd WhaW he belRnged WR Whe FaUmeUV' AVVRciaWiRn and VR Ze
 UeTXeVWed him WR Wake XV XS Whe hill and alVR WR Vend a nRWe WR a cRmUade
 in Whe Yillage.

 He SURmiVed WR Vend Whe nRWe bXW ZRXld nRW gR ZiWh XV. He Veemed
 WR be in a hXUU\, and lefW XV aV VRRn aV he cRXld.

 The VWUeeW ZaV YeU\ TXieW. SRme dRRUV ZeUe clRVed; WhRVe WhaW ZeUe
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 RSen VhRZed YeU\ daUk inWeUiRUV. We ZanWed WR knRck and aVk RXU Za\
 bXW Ze did nRW knRZ hRZ WR begin.

 FRUWXnaWel\, Ah-KZei kneZ Whe Yillage Zell and Vhe led me XS Whe
 hill. B\ nRZ iW ZaV daUk; Whe ZinWeU VXn had ceUWainl\ VeW YeU\ faVW. The
 hill ZaV nRW high and neaU iWV VXmmiW ZeUe a feZ VcaWWeUed caYeV caUYed
 RXW Rf Whe URck. OccaViRnall\ Ze VaZ SeRSle VWanding aW Whe WRS lRRking
 acURVV Whe RSen field. Ah-KZei Zell kneZ WhaW Ze cRXld nRW SRVVibl\ lRVe
 RXU Za\ bXW Vhe keSW aVking ZhReYeU Ze meW:

 "IV WhiV Whe Za\ WR SecRnd AXnW LiX'V hRXVe?" "HRZ faU iV SecRnd
 AXnW LiX'V hRme?" "PleaVe Well me hRZ WR geW WR SecRnd AXnW LiX'V?" RU
 "Did \RX Vee RXU lXggage being Waken WR SecRnd AXnW LiX'V hRXVe? IV Vhe
 aW hRme?"

 All Whe anVZeUV ZeUe VaWiVfacWRU\, and Ze ZeUe diUecWed WR Whe cRXUW-
 \aUd Rf LiX'V hRXVe Rn Whe higheVW SRinW Rf Whe hill. TZR liWWle SXSSieV
 ZeUe Whe fiUVW WR ZelcRme XV.

 On heaUing XV aSSURach WZR SeRSle aSSeaUed ZiWh lamSV and led XV
 WR Whe caYe2 aW Whe UighW. IW ZaV a VSaciRXV caYe, and Whe kang3 neaU Whe
 ZindRZ ZaV Siled ZiWh m\ bedding-URll, VXiWcaVe, and Ah-KZei'V blankeW.

 AmRng Whe SeRSle WheUe ZeUe a feZ ZhR kneZ Ah-KZei. The\ WRRk
 heU hand and aVked heU a VWUing Rf TXeVWiRnV. AfWeU a Zhile Whe\ ZenW RXW
 leaYing me alRne in Whe URRm. I felW a liWWle bRUed and made m\ bed. I ZaV
 abRXW WR lie dRZn Zhen Whe RWheUV VZaUmed in again. A \RXng ZRman
 had a big bRZl Rf nRRdleV in heU hand; Ah-KZei, SecRnd AXnW LiX, and a
 liWWle giUl bURXghW chRSVWickV, SlaWeV and a diVh Rf RniRnV mi[ed ZiWh
 chiliV; Whe liWWle giUl bURXghW a Vmall VWRYe Rf bXUning chaUcRal.

 The\ XUged me WR eaW. In Whe meanZhile I ZaUmed m\ handV and
 aUmV. SecRnd AXnW LiX and heU daXghWeU ZenW and VaW Rn Whe kang.
 TheUe ZaV an aiU Rf m\VWeU\ abRXW Whem aV Whe\ cRnWinXed WheiU SUeYiRXV
 cRnYeUVaWiRn. AW fiUVW I WhRXghW I had aURXVed WheiU inWeUeVW, bXW b\ and
 b\ I Ueali]ed WhaW I ZaV miVWaken. The\ ZeUe cRmSleWel\ abVRUbed in
 WheiU cRnYeUVaWiRn. I did nRW ZanW WR beWUa\ m\ inWeUeVW RU cXUiRViW\ and I
 did nRW aVk an\ TXeVWiRnV. DiVjRinWed VenWenceV heUe and WheUe cRnYe\ed
 nRWhing WR me, eVSeciall\ aV SecRnd AXnW LiX alZa\V lRZeUed heU YRice,
 feaUing WhaW Vhe mighW be RYeUheaUd. Ah-KZei ZaV nRZ an enWiUel\ dif-
 feUenW SeUVRn. She Veemed WR be caSable, efficienW, and TXiWe WalkaWiYe.
 She ZaV aSSaUenWl\ a gRRd liVWeneU and Veemed WR gUaVS Whe main SRinWV
 Rf Whe cRnYeUVaWiRn. The \RXng ZRman and Whe liWWle giUl did nRW VSeak

 2. "CaYeV." In Whe NRUWhZeVW Rf ShanVi RU ShenVi SURYince Whe land iV hill\ and URck\.
 PeRSle RfWen dUill Whe URckV and bXild WheiU hRXVeV ZiWhin Whem. The\ aUe ZaUm in Whe
 ZinWeU and cRRl in Whe VXmmeU-Wime, and'aUe Zell-YenWilaWed b\ meanV Rf ZindRZV and
 dRRUV in fURnW. MRUe elabRUaWe caYeV haYe ZhiWeZaVhed ZallV. Big hallV and hRVSiWalV in Whe
 NRUWhZeVW aUe bXilW in WheVe caYeV. When Whe Indian NaWiRnal CRngUeVV Medical MiVViRn
 WR China ZRUked ZiWh Whe EighWh RRme AUm\ in Whe NRUWhZeVW, Whe\ had WR ZRUk in
 hRVSiWalV bXilW in WhiV manneU. [n. in RUig. WUanV.]

 3. "Kang." A mXd bed bXilW RYeU a VWRYe, cRmmRn in Whe NRUWheUn and NRUWhZeVW
 SaUWV Rf China, ZheUe Whe ZinWeUV aUe YeU\ cRld. SRmeWimeV a kang can be YeU\ big, and a
 ZhRle famil\ RfWen VleeSV Rn Rne kang. [n. in RUig. WUanV.]
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 mXch, jXVW VXSSlemenWing a ZRUd heUe and WheUe, bXW Whe\ fRllRZed Whe
 cRnYeUVaWiRn inWenWl\ and nRW a Vingle ZRUd eVcaSed Whem.

 SXddenl\ Whe cRXUW\aUd ZaV fXll Rf YRiceV. I cRXld nRW make RXW hRZ
 man\ SeRSle ZeUe Walking aW Whe Vame Wime RU hRZ man\ had cRme in.
 SecRnd AXnW LiX and Whe RWheUV climbed dRZn fURm Whe kang in neUYRXV
 e[ciWemenW and UXVhed RXW. I fRllRZed Whem blindl\. The cRXUW\aUd ZaV
 in cRmSleWe daUkneVV e[ceSW fRU Whe Ued SaSeU lanWeUnV mRYing amRng
 Whe cURZd. I VTXee]ed m\Velf inWR Whe cURZd bXW I cRXld Vee nRWhing.
 The RWheU SeRSle ZeUe alVR geWWing nRZheUe. The\ all Veemed WR ZanW WR
 VSeak bXW nRne Rf Whem did. I heaUd Rnl\ a feZ VenWenceV Zhich SX]]led
 me.

 "Jade, aUe \RX cRming WRR?"
 "Did \RX Vee?"
 "YeV, I VaZ. I'm VcaUed."
 "Wh\ VcaUed? JXVW a hXman being, Rnl\ SUeWWieU Whan eYeU!"
 AW fiUVW I WhRXghW iW ZaV a neZ bUide, When a ZaU caSWiYe. BXW Whe\

 WRld me I ZaV ZURng. I fRllRZed Whe cURZd inWR a caYe, bXW iW ZaV fXll Rf
 SeRSle and I cRXld Vee nRWhing WhURXgh Whe miVW and VmRke. PeRSle
 ZeUe leaYing; I WRR lefW. The cRXUW\aUd became leVV cURZded.

 I cRXld nRW VleeS. I XnSacked m\ VXiWcaVe XndeU Whe lighW, fXmbled
 RYeU m\ nRWebRRkV and ShRWRgUaShV and VhaUSened a feZ SencilV. I ZaV
 a liWWle e[haXVWed bXW alVR e[ciWed b\ m\ neZ enYiURnmenW. I ZRUked RXW
 a Wime-Wable fRU m\ VWa\.

 TheUe ZaV man'V YRice aW Whe dRRU.

 "AUe \RX in bed, cRmUade?"
 WiWhRXW ZaiWing fRU an anVZeU Whe man came in, a UaWheU Uefined

 lRRking cRXnWU\ \RXWh, abRXW WZenW\ \eaUV Rld.
 "I UeceiYed CRmUade MR'V leWWeU," he began, "WhiV Slace iV TXieW and I

 haYe SXW \RX in SecRnd AXnW LiX'V caUe. DRn'W heViWaWe WR aVk heU fRU
 ZhaWeYeU \RX need. CRmUade MR Va\V \RX ZanW WR VWa\ heUe fRU WZR
 ZeekV, bXW if Whe Slace VXiWV \RX, iW iV SeUfecWl\ all UighW fRU \RX WR VWa\
 lRngeU. I liYe in Whe ne[W cRXUW\aUd in Whe caYe belRZ. Send fRU me if \RX
 need an\Whing."

 He UefXVed WR ViW dRZn Rn Whe kang. TheUe ZaV nR chaiU in Whe URRm
 VR I VWRRd XS WRR.

 "SR \RX aUe CRmUade Ling!" I Vaid. "LeW'V haYe a Walk."
 I kneZ he ZaV in chaUge Rf VRme ZRUk in Whe Yillage; he had nRW

 TXiWe finiVhed hiV jXniRU high VchRRl. He glanced aW m\ VXiWcaVe Rn Whe
 kang.

 "The\ Well me \RX haYe ZUiWWen man\ bRRkV. UnfRUWXnaWel\ Whe\ aUe
 XnRbWainable heUe VR I haYe nRW Uead Whem."

 OXU cRnYeUVaWiRn VRRn WXUned Rn Whe SURgUeVV Rf cXlWXUal ZRUk in
 Whe Yillage.

 "AfWeU \RX haYe UeVWed fRU a feZ da\V," he Vaid, "We mXVW inYiWe \RX
 WR addUeVV eiWheU a maVV meeWing RU a WUaining claVV. An\Za\ \RX mXVW
 helS XV. OXU mRVW difficXlW SURblem heUe iV cXlWXUal UecUeaWiRn."
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 I had meW man\ \RXng SeRSle like him aW Whe fURnW. AW fiUVW I had
 RfWen been aVWRniVhed and mRYed b\ Whe UaSid WUanVfRUmaWiRn in WheVe
 \RXng SeRSle, ZhR ZeUe almRVW Rf anRWheU geneUaWiRn. AV I meW mRUe
 and mRUe Rf Whem I ceaVed WR be VXUSUiVed and gaYe XS WU\ing WR XndeU-
 VWand Whem mRUe fXll\. I changed Whe VXbjecW.

 "WhaW'V been haSSening heUe?"
 "Ching-Ching, EldeU MRWheU LiX'V daXghWeU, haV cRme back."
 I VaZ VRmeWhing neZ in hiV e\eV, UadianW ZiWh SaVViRn and jR\. I ZaV

 abRXW WR aVk fXUWheU TXeVWiRnV Zhen he e[Slained:
 "She haV cRme back fURm behind Whe JaSaneVe lineV ZheUe Vhe haV

 been ZRUking fRU XV fRU a \eaU."
 "Ai-\ah." I gaVSed in VSiWe Rf m\Velf.
 Ling ZaV abRXW WR cRnWinXe Zhen VRmeRne called him fURm RXWVide.

 AV he lefW he Vaid TXieWl\ WhaW Ching-Ching ZRXld call Rn me Whe ne[W da\
 and ZRXld haYe a lRW Rf inWeUeVWing maWeUial fRU me.

 Ah-KZei came back YeU\ laWe. She la\ dRZn Rn Whe kang WXUning
 fURm Vide WR Vide WU\ing WR VleeS. She Vighed fUeTXenWl\. AlWhRXgh I ZaV
 e[haXVWed, I ZanWed heU WR Well me VRmeWhing abRXW Ching-Ching.

 "NR, cRmUade, I'm nRW feeling Zell. I'll Well \RX WRmRUURZ. Ai-\ah! Ze
 ZRmen aUe ZUeWched!" She cRYeUed heU head ZiWh heU blankeW and la\
 VWill. I did nRW knRZ Zhen Vhe acWXall\ fell aVleeS.

 EaUl\ ne[W mRUning I ZenW RXW fRU a Zalk and fRXnd m\Velf in Whe
 Yillage. I ZenW inWR Whe gURceU\ VWRUe becaXVe I ZanWed WR UeVW and alVR WR
 bX\ VRme daWeV fRU SecRnd AXnW LiX WR SXW in Whe SRUUidge. I aVked Whem
 WR deliYeU Whe daWeV. When Whe gURceU leaUned WhaW I ZaV ZiWh SecRnd
 AXnW LiX, hiV Vmall e\eV blinked UaSidl\ and he aVked me in a lRZ YRice,

 "Did \RX Vee heU niece? I heaU WhaW heU nRVe haV gRne becaXVe Rf Whe
 diVeaVe. She ZaV mRleVWed b\ Whe DeYilV." He WXUned WR hiV Zife ZhR ZaV
 VWanding inVide Whe cRXnWeU b\ Whe dRRU.

 "M\! Vhe VWill haV Whe face WR cRme back! IW iV a SXniVhmenW fRU heU
 faWheU, LiX FXVhang."

 "ThaW child! She ZaV alZa\V fUiYRlRXV. DRn'W \RX UemembeU Whe Za\
 Vhe XVed WR UXn abRXW? The Za\ Vhe and Sha Ta-BaR VWXck WRgeWheU like
 fiUe. If Sha Ta-BaR hadn'W been VR SRRU Vhe ZRXld haYe maUUied him."
 The Rld ZRman adjXVWed Whe fRldV Rf heU dUeVV aV Vhe ZenW RXW.

 "TheUe aUe VR man\ UXmRUV!" He WXUned aURXnd and cRnWinXed
 TXieWl\. NRZ he ZaVn'W blinking bXW hiV e\eV cRnYe\ed a YeU\ VRlemn
 e[SUeVViRn. "SRme Va\ WhaW Vhe haV VleSW ZiWh aW leaVW a hXndUed men,
 VRme, WhaW Vhe haV eYen been Whe Zife Rf a JaSaneVe RfficeU. ThiV diV-
 gUacefXl ZRman Ueall\ VhRXld nRW be allRZed WR cRme back."

 I UeVWUained m\Velf fURm anVZeUing and Zalked RXW aV I did nRW
 ZanW WR VWaUW a TXaUUUel ZiWh him. AV I Zalked aZa\ I felW hiV Vmall
 blinking e\eV fi[ed Rn m\ back.

 NeaU Whe cRUneU Rf Whe CaWhRlic chXUch I RYeUheaUd WZR ZaWeU-
 caUUieU ZRmen.

 "She had been WR Whe CaWhRlic faWheU," Rne Vaid, "and ZanWed WR
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 becRme a nXn. FaWheU LX aVked heU Zh\, bXW Vhe did nRW UeSl\ and jXVW
 ZenW Rn ZeeSing. Well, ZhR knRZV ZhaW iV in iW? NRZ Vhe iV mRUe ZRUWh-
 leVV Whan a ZRUn-RXW VhRe."4

 "YeVWeUda\," Whe RWheU Vaid, "Vhe ZaV limSing aV Vhe Zalked, I am
 WRld. Ai-\ah! hRZ can Vhe haYe Whe face WR meeW SeRSle?"

 "SRme Rne WRld me Vhe ZaV ZeaUing a gRld Uing giYen heU b\ Whe
 DeYilV."

 "She haV been WR diVWanW Ta TXng, and Veen TXiWe a biW Rf Whe ZRUld.
 She can VSeak Whe DeYilV' langXage WRR."

 "HeU mRWheU'V! .. ."5

 M\ Zalk had becRme XnSleaVanW. I UeWXUned hRme. Ah-KZei ZaV
 nRW in, VR I VaW dRZn alRne in Whe caYe and Uead a SamShleW.

 When I UaiVed m\ e\eV fURm m\ bRRk I nRWiced WZR hXge baVkeWV
 XVed fRU VWRUing gUain. The\ mXVW haYe had a lRng hiVWRU\, aV WheiU
 cRlRU ZaV aV black aV Whe Zall. I RSened Whe mRYeable SaUW Rf Whe
 ZindRZ SaSeU and VaZ WhaW Whe Vk\, Xnlike Whe SUeYiRXV da\, ZaV gUe\
 and WhUeaWening. AW Whe edge Rf Whe cleanl\-VZeSW gURXnd Whe ZiWheUed
 bUancheV Rf a feZ WUeeV bUXVhed againVW Whe VilenW gUe\ Vk\. The cRXUW-
 \aUd ZaV emSW\ and VWill.

 I RSened m\ VXiWcaVe and WRRk RXW m\ Sen and SaSeU. Wh\ didn'W
 Ah-KZei cRme back? I fRUgRW WhaW Vhe had ZRUk WR dR and hadn'W cRme
 heUe jXVW WR be ZiWh me. ThRXgh ZinWeU da\V aUe YeU\ VhRUW, WhaW Rne
 Veemed eYen lRngeU Whan a VXmmeU da\.

 AfWeU VRme Wime I VaZ Whe liWWle giUl enWeUing Whe cRXUW\aUd. I
 jXmSed dRZn fURm Whe kang and gUeeWed heU, bXW Vhe Rnl\ Vmiled aW me
 and Uan inWR Whe RWheU caYe. I Zalked WZice URXnd Whe cRXUW\aUd and VaZ
 an eagle fl\ing WRZaUdV Whe big WUeeV neaU Whe chXUch.

 AV I came WR Whe cRUneU Rf Whe cRXUW\aUd I heaUd a ZRman VRbbing.
 She ZaV WU\ing WR UeVWUain heUVelf fURm cU\ing alRXd and bleZ heU nRVe
 fUeTXenWl\.

 I WUied haUd WR keeS m\ mind Whinking RYeU Whe SXUSRVe Rf m\ YiViW.
 I SURmiVed m\Velf a gRRd UeVW and deWeUmined WR keeS m\ Wime-Wable. I
 UeWXUned WR m\ URRm bXW iW ZaV imSRVVible WR UeVW.

 SRRn SecRnd AXnW LiX came WR Vee me and ZaV fRllRZed b\ Whe liWWle
 giUl and Whe daXghWeU-in-laZ. The\ VaW Rn m\ kang b\ Whe fiUe Zhile Whe
 liWWle giUl inYeVWigaWed m\ WhingV Zhich ZeUe Rn Whe liWWle Wable Rf Whe kang.

 4. "BURken ShRe" iV a lRcal WeUm in ShanVi, eVSeciall\ Zell knRZn in Tai\Xan, fRU SUiYaWe
 SURVWiWXWeV. [n. in RUig. WUanV.]

 5. "HiV MRWheU'V." The fXll e[SUeVViRn iV XVXall\ VhRUWened WR "HiV MRWheU'V." IW
 UangeV RYeU all naWXUe in iWV aSSlicaWiRn. AV emSlR\ed in eaUneVW iW meanV WhaW Whe SeUVRn
 (Whing, RbjecW) iV Whe RffVSUing Rf an adXlWeURXV mRWheU. IW iV SecXliaUl\ inVXlWing in China
 becaXVe iW alVR imSlieV WhaW Whe VSeakeU iV Whe faWheU Rf Whe SeUVRn being cXUVed. The RaWh
 "hangV Rn Whe liSV" Rf man\ famRXV chaUacWeUV in ChineVe ficWiRn and WhURXgh iWV SRSXlaU-
 i]aWiRn in liWeUaWXUe, eVSeciall\ b\ LX HVXn, iW iV a ZRUd Rf UebelliRn WRR. NR cXUVe iV heaUd
 mRUe RfWen in all iWV YaUiaWiRnV WhURXghRXW China. [n. in RUig. WUanV.] [LX HVXn iV China'V
 GRUk\/EdgaU SnRZ.]
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 SecRnd AXnW LiX VWaUWed WR UelaWe Whe eYenWV Rf a \eaU and a half agR
 Zhen Whe DeYilV aWWacked ClRXd.

 "AW WhaW Wime eYeU\bRd\ had WR Whink Rf WhemVelYeV. We ZhR ZeUe
 XS Rn Whe hill ZeUe beWWeU Rff, Ze cRXld geW aZa\ eaVieU. TheUe ZeUe TXiWe
 a feZ familieV belRZ ZhR cRXld nRW eVcaSe in Wime. IW'V Ueall\ faWe. OXU
 Ching-Ching had WR gR WR Whe ChXUch jXVW aW WhaW Wime-nRW eaUlieU, nRW
 laWeU. We fRXnd RXW afWeUZaUdV WhaW Vhe had begged Whe CaWhRlic faWheU
 WR leW heU becRme a nXn. The ZhRle Whing ZaV WhiV-becaXVe Rf ZaU
 UXmRUV, heU faWheU ZaV negRWiaWing a maUUiage fRU heU ZiWh Whe
 ZidRZed VRn Rf Whe SURSUieWRU Rf a Uice VWRUe in WeVW WillRZ Yillage. The
 man ZaV neaUl\ WhiUW\ and had a UeVSecWable and Zell-WR-dR famil\ back-
 gURXnd. We all WhRXghW iW ZaV a gRRd maWch e[ceSW Ching-Ching. She
 SURWeVWed and cUied befRUe heU faWheU, bXW Whe Rld man, ZhR had alZa\V
 giYen in WR heU Will When, ZaV adamanW abRXW WhiV. YRX knRZ, Vhe iV Whe
 Rnl\ child Rf RXU eldeU bURWheU, and naWXUall\ he ZanWed heU WR be
 maUUied inWR a gRRd famil\. In a fiW Ching-Ching ZenW WR Whe chXUch, Rf
 all SlaceV. AW WhaW faWal mRmenW, Vhe fell inWR WhaW hell Rf fiUe. HRZ can
 heU SaUenWV helS gUieYing?"

 "WaV WhaW heU mRWheU ZeeSing?"
 "YeV, heU mRWheU."
 "M\ niece? She'V a \RXngVWeU afWeU all. ThRXgh Vhe cUied VR biWWeUl\

 \eVWeUda\, Vhe haV nRZ gRne WR Whe meeWing in YeU\ high VSiUiWV. She'V jXVW
 eighWeen."

 "I heaU WhaW Vhe haV been Whe Zife Rf a JaSaneVe. IV WhaW WUXe?"
 "Well, iW iV haUd WR Va\. TheUe haV been VR mXch gRVViS and VR man\

 UXmRUV Zhich Ze haYe nRW been able WR VWUaighWen RXW. She haV cRn-
 WUacWed Whe diVeaVe. HRZ cRXld \RX keeS clean afWeU being SXW in Rne Rf
 WhRVe SlaceV? Of cRXUVe, Whe SURSRVed maUUiage ZiWh Whe Uice-VhRS fam-
 il\ ZaV bURken Rff. WhR ZanWV WR haYe a ZRman ZhR haV been XVed b\
 Whe JaSaneVe? And, ZhaW iV mRUe, Vhe acWXall\ haV Whe diVeaVe; Vhe admiW-
 Wed iW heUVelf laVW nighW. She haV changed TXiWe a biW. She Walked abRXW Whe
 DeYilV in VXch a maWWeU Rf facW Za\-iW ZaV aV if Vhe ZeUe diVcXVVing heU
 dail\ mealV. She iV Rnl\ eighWeen \eaUV Rld bXW haV alUead\ becRme VR
 bRld and fUee."

 "Sha Ta-BaR haV been heUe WRda\, mRWheU," Whe daXghWeU-in-laZ
 ZhiVSeUed, and lRRked aW SecRnd AXnW LiX ZiWh VeaUching e\eV.

 "WhR iV Sha Ta-BaR?"

 "He iV Whe \RXng chaS dRZn aW Whe Yillage flRXU mill. When Whe\
 ZeUe childUen he and Ching-Ching VWXdied in Whe Vame VchRRl fRU Rne
 \eaU and haYe VWXck WRgeWheU eYeU Vince. BXW hiV famil\ ZaV SRRU, eYen
 SRRUeU Whan XV. He ZaV TXiWe UeVeUYed bXW iW ZaV RXU Ching-Ching ZhR
 Uan afWeU him all Whe Wime. IW ZaV Rn accRXnW Rf him WhaW Vhe WUied WR

 becRme a nXn. AfWeU Ching-Ching ZaV Waken aZa\ b\ Whe JaSaneVe DeYilV
 he came WR Vee XV RfWen. AW fiUVW, RXU bURWheU ZaV mad ZiWh him and
 VZRUe aW him. BXW he neYeU anVZeUed back and keSW Rn cRming. He iV a
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 262 FeXeUZeUkeU Ting Ling

 decenW bR\, a bR\ ZiWh a cRnVcience. NRZ he haV becRme a CRUSRUal in
 Whe Self-Defence CRUSV. He came again \eVWeUda\. I Whink he came WR
 eldeU ViVWeU-in-laZ WR SURSRVe. BXW I heaU Vhe ZeSW and he alVR VRbbed
 and lefW."

 "Did he knRZ \RXU niece'V cRndiWiRn?"
 "HRZ cRXld he helS bXW knRZ? TheUe'V nRW a Vingle SeUVRn in Whe

 Yillage ZhR dReVn'W knRZ. The\ knRZ eYen mRUe deWailV Whan Ze dR."
 "ThaW bR\ iV Ueall\ lR\al. I aSSURYe Rf Whe maUUiage. AfWeU Whe laVW

 aWWack b\ Whe DeYilV, ZhR can be called Zell-WR-dR an\ mRUe? I Whink eldeU
 bURWheU and hiV Zife Zill giYe WheiU cRnVenW. WhR elVe ZRXld haYe heU?
 NRW WR menWiRn Whe WeUUible diVeaVe, heU nRWRUiRXV name iV enRXgh WR
 VWRS an\Rne."

 "IW ZaV WhaW fellRZ in a deeS blXe Sadded jackeW, ZiWh a daUk bURZn
 felW haW." The liWWle giUl'V e\eV ZeUe Vhining ZiWh cXUiRViW\ and Vhe Veemed
 WR XndeUVWand fXll\ ZhaW ZaV gRing Rn.

 M\ mind Uecalled a figXUe Rf WhiV deVcUiSWiRn ZhRm I had Veen Zhen
 I VWaUWed RXW fRU m\ Zalk eaUl\ WhiV mRUning. He had a keen and hRneVW
 face and ZaV VWanding RXWVide Whe cRXUW\aUd ZiWhRXW making an\ aWWemSW
 WR cRme in. On m\ UeWXUn I VaZ him again cRming RXW fURm behind Whe
 Sine WUeeV. I did nRW Sa\ mXch aWWenWiRn WR him aV I WRRk him fRU Rne Rf
 Whe neighbRUV. NRZ, Zhen I Uecalled him, he ceUWainl\ Veemed WR be an
 eneUgeWic, SleaVanW \RXng man.

 M\ Slan fRU a UeVW ZRXld SURbabl\ nRW be Ueali]ed. Wh\ ZeUe m\
 WhRXghWV VR mi[ed XS? I ZaV nRW an[iRXV WR meeW an\Rne and \eW m\
 mind ZaV fXll Rf biWV Rf gRVViS.

 Ah-KZei Vmiled aW me and ZenW aZa\. She aSSeaUed WR haYe XndeU-
 VWRRd me. I alVR XndeUVWRRd ZhaW ZaV in heU mind, VR I bXVied m\Velf
 RYeU Whe kang fRU a Zhile, feeling aV if Whe caYe, m\ bed, Whe lamS,
 eYeU\Whing had bUighWened. When I ZaV abRXW WR SXW Whe keWWle Rn Whe fiUe
 fRU Wea, I heaUd Ah-KZei aSSURaching Whe caYe. SRmeRne ZaV ZiWh heU.

 "A gXeVW iV cRming, CRmUade." BefRUe Ah-KZei had finiVhed, I
 heaUd a chXckle.

 In Whe dRRUZa\ I fRXnd m\Velf hRlding Whe hand Rf a VWUangeU, and
 VhUank a liWWle fURm heU feYeUiVh WRXch. She climbed Rn WR Whe kang afWeU
 Ah-KZei, a lRng black bUaid hXng heaYil\ dRZn heU back. WiWh deeS
 inWeUeVW Whe neZcRmeU lRRked aURXnd Whe liWWle caYe Zhich had bRUed me

 VR mXch. She ZaV ViWWing RSSRViWe me, heU bRd\ leaning back a liWWle, ZiWh
 heU hand Rn m\ blankeW. She did nRW aSSeaU WR ZanW WR VSeak, bXW afWeU a
 Zhile Vhe TXieWl\ glanced aW m\ face. The VhadRZ caVW b\ Whe lamS made
 heU e\eV lRRk YeU\ lRng and heU chin Vmall. ThRXgh heU e\eV ZeUe in
 VhadRZ Whe\ lRRked YeU\ bUillianW b\ Whe lighW Rf Whe fiUe, like Whe Zin-
 dRZV Rf a hRXVe in Whe cRXnWU\ dXUing VXmmeU, cleaU and RSen.

 I didn'W knRZ hRZ WR VWaUW Whe cRnYeUVaWiRn ZiWhRXW hXUWing heU
 feelingV and SUide. I SRXUed RXW a cXS Rf hRW Wea fRU heU.

 "AUe \RX a SRXWheUneU? I Whink \RX mXVW be. YRX dR nRW lRRk aV if
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 \RX belRng WR RXU SURYince... ." IW ZaV Ching-Ching ZhR VSRke fiUVW.
 "HaYe \RX meW man\ SRXWheUneUV?" I WhRXghW iW beWWeU WR cRnWinXe

 Whe Vame line Rf cRnYeUVaWiRn.

 "NR," Vhe VhRRk heU head and keSW VWaUing aW me. "I haYe Rnl\ meW a
 feZ, bXW Whe\ ZeUe alZa\V diffeUenW. I like \RXU SeRSle. YRX aUe diffeUenW
 fURm XV, mRVW Rf \RXU giUlV fURm Whe SRXWh can Uead. I ZanW WR VWXd\. Will
 \RX Weach me?" AfWeU I had SURmiVed Vhe VSRke again.

 "All Whe JaSaneVe ZRmen can Uead WRR. ThRVe DeYil VRldieUV all keSW
 a feZ SUeWWil\ ZUiWWen leWWeUV. SRme fURm WheiU ZiYeV and VZeeWheaUWV,
 RWheUV fURm giUlV Whe\ had nRW meW, ZiWh SicWXUeV and YeU\ affecWiRnaWe
 ZRUdV ZUiWWen Rn Whem. IW'V fXnn\ hRZ WheiU giUlV lRYe ZaU and VRldieUV. I
 dRn'W knRZ ZheWheU Whe\ meanW all Whe\ ZURWe, bXW an\Za\, Whe DeYilV
 ZeUe VR SleaVed Whe\ keSW Whem in WheiU SRckeWV like WUeaVXUeV."

 "I heaU \RX can VSeak JaSaneVe?"
 She lRRked VlighWl\ embaUUaVVed aV Vhe cRnWinXed fUankl\. "RXnning

 ZiWh Whem fRU mRUe Whan a \eaU, aV Wime gReV, I Sicked XS a liWWle. TheUe
 iV gUeaW adYanWage in knRZing WheiU langXage."

 "HaYe \RX been WR man\ SlaceV ZiWh Whem?"
 "NR I ZaVn'W ZiWh a SaUWicXlaU UegimenW. PeRSle Whink I had a gRRd

 Wime being Whe DeYil-RfficeU'V Zife, bXW WhiV iV Whe WhiUd Wime I haYe cRme
 back fURm RccXSied WeUUiWRU\. LaVW Wime I ZaV VenW WheUe Rn a VSecial jRb,
 iW ZaV a deVSeUaWe Rne.6 NRZ Whe\ aUe nRW Vending me WheUe an\ mRUe,
 and Zill giYe me medical caUe. ThaW jXVW VXiWV me, aV I ZaV ZRUU\ing abRXW
 m\ SaUenWV and ZaV eageU WR cRme back and YiViW Whem. BXW iW iV hRSeleVV
 ZiWh mRWheU. She cUieV Zhen I'm nRW heUe and Vhe cUieV Zhen I am heUe."

 "Ai-\ah, heU VXffeUingV ZeUe XnVSeakable. IW iV ZUeWched WR be a
 ZRman." Ah-KZei ZRUe a ZRefXl e[SUeVViRn, and almRVW bXUVW RXW cU\-
 ing. She dUeZ heUVelf clRVeU WR Ching-Ching.

 "SXffeUing?" Vhe UeSeaWed aV if Vhe ZaV Uecalling VRme UemRWe eYenW.
 "IW iV UaWheU haUd WR Well. SRme Rf Whe e[SeUienceV ZeUe XnbeaUable aW Whe
 Wime, bXW Whe\ dRn'W mean mXch nRZ. BXW RWheUV Zhich I liYed WhURXgh
 eaVil\ aW Whe Wime aUe a cRnVWanW WhURbbing Sain in m\ heaUW. MRUe Whan a
 \eaU haV SaVVed, bXW eYeU\Rne iV VR cXUiRXV. NRZ lRRk aW Whe SeRSle Rf
 WhiV Yillage. SRme aUe YeU\ kind WR me, bXW man\ WU\ WR aYRid me. Take
 m\ famil\, Whe\ WRR behaYe like Whe RWheUV. EYeU\Rne ZanWV WR haYe a
 TXieW lRRk aW me. NR Rne WakeV me fRU Whe fRUmeU Ching-Ching. HaYe I
 changed? I aVk m\Velf RYeU and RYeU again. NR, I haYe nRW changed. If I
 haYe, Whe Rnl\ diffeUence iV WhaW m\ heaUW haV becRme a liWWle haUdeU.
 When \RX aUe in a Slace like WhaW \RX aUe jXVW fRUced WR dR WhingV."

 TheUe ZaV nRW a WUace Rf VickneVV Rn heU; heU face lRRked clean and

 fUeVh; heU YRice cleaU and naWXUal. She did nRW giYe me Whe imSUeVViRn

 6. In Whe 1951 ediWiRn, WheVe lineV Uead, "AcWXall\ I'Ye UXn back WZice befRUe, WhiV iV Whe
 WhiUd Wime. LaWeU iW ZaV becaXVe I ZaV VenW WheUe; WheUe ZaV nR RWheU Za\, I kneZ Whe Slace
 Zell, Whe ZRUk ZaV imSRUWanW, and aW Whe Wime WheUe ZaV nR Rne elVe" (Ting Ling, WR WVai
 HVia-WV'Xn Vhih-hRX [When I ZaV in HVia Yillage] [Peking, 1951], S. 28).
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 WhaW Vhe ZaV e[aggeUaWing, nRU did Vhe VhRZ WhaW Vhe bURRded RYeU heU
 gUieYanceV and VRUURZV. I cRXld nRW helS inTXiUing abRXW heU VWaWe Rf
 healWh.

 "I Whink iW'V jXVW naWXUal fRU eYeU\ hXman being WR ZanW WR liYe, nR
 maWWeU hRZ ill he ma\ be. WhaW elVe can \RX dR? Kill \RXUVelf?7 I Whink a
 liWWle diffeUenWl\, I VaZ \RX mXVW find a neZ Za\ inVWead Rf jXVW dUagging
 Rn. The\ Vaid Whe\ ZRXld leW me haYe medical caUe. Well, WhaW'V fine. IW'V
 beWWeU WR geW cXUed. I haYen'W felW Vick aW all WheVe laVW WZR da\V, fRU Zhen I
 ZaV SaVVing WhURXgh Chang-Kai Chen, Whe\ gaYe me WZR injecWiRnV and
 VRme medicineV. LaVW aXWXmn ZaV m\ ZRUVW Wime. EYeU\Rne Vaid I ZaV
 deca\ing inVide. AW WhaW Wime I had an imSRUWanW meVVage WR deliYeU, and
 cRXldn'W find an\Rne WR Wake iW fRU me. ThaW nighW I gURSed in Whe daUk-
 neVV alRne and Zalked WhiUW\ liV. I felW Sain aW eYeU\ VWeS. I ZanWed WR ViW
 dRZn and UeVW. If iW hadn'W been an XUgenW meVVage I ceUWainl\ ZRXldn'W
 haYe gRne. BXW iW had WR be dRne. I ZaV afUaid m\ abVence ZRXld be
 nRWiced b\ Whe DeYilV if I dela\ed an\ lRngeU. LaWeU I UeVWed fRU a Zeek
 bXW ZaV XS befRUe I ZaV TXiWe beWWeU. IW'V nRW eaV\ WR die eYen if \RX ZanW
 WR. DRn'W \RX agUee?"

 She didn'W ZaiW fRU m\ anVZeU and cRnWinXed heU VWRU\. SRmeWimeV
 Vhe VWRSSed and lRRked aW XV. PeUhaSV Vhe ZanWed WR knRZ RXU UeacWiRnV,
 SeUhaSV Vhe ZaV Whinking Rf VRmeWhing elVe. All WhURXgh Whe naUUaWiYe,
 Ah-KZei Veemed eYen mRUe Sained Whan Ching-Ching. MRVW Rf Whe Wime
 Vhe ZaV VilenW.

 When Vhe VSRke Vhe VhRZed heU XnlimiWed V\mSaWh\. BXW heU Vi-
 lence beWUa\ed mRUe cleaUl\ hRZ VWXnned Vhe ZaV b\ Whe VWRU\. HeU VRXl
 ZaV WRUmenWed, and ZiWh all heU heaUW Vhe ZaV liYing WhURXgh
 Ching-Ching'V VXffeUingV.

 I felW WhaW Ching-Ching ZaV nRW WU\ing in Whe leaVW WR Zin RXU V\m-
 SaWh\. She didn'W eYen Veem WR be aZaUe WhaW RWheUV ZeUe VhaUing heU
 VXffeUing. BXW WhiV made me feel ZaUmeU WRZaUdV heU. Had Vhe nRW WRld
 heU VWRU\ in VXch a calm and TXieW manneU, aV if Vhe ZeUe Walking abRXW
 VRmeRne elVe, had Vhe cUied RXW alRXd and made XV cU\ WRR, Ze ZRXld
 nRW haYe been VR mRYed.

 AW laVW Ah-KZei bXUVW inWR WeaUV, and Ching-Ching came RYeU WR
 cRmfRUW heU. I ZanWed WR Walk RYeU man\ WhingV ZiWh Ching-Ching, bXW I
 jXVW cRXld nRW VSeak. AfWeU Vhe lefW I made m\Velf Uead XndeU Whe lamS
 fRU an hRXU. I cRXld nRW lRRk aW RU eYen VSeak WR Ah-KZei, ZhR VleSW
 clRVe WR me, nR maWWeU hRZ RfWen Vhe Vighed RU WRVVed abRXW Rn Whe bed.

 AfWeU WhiV Ching-Ching came WR chaW ZiWh me almRVW eYeU\ da\. She

 7. In Whe 1951 ediWiRn, WheVe lineV Uead, "LaWeU I made cRnnecWiRnV ZiWh RXU RZn
 SeRSle and ZaV eYen leVV afUaid. When I VaZ Whe JaSaneVe DeYilV geWWing beaWen becaXVe Rf
 Whe WUickV I Sla\ed, Whe gXeUillaV acWiYe all RYeU, and eYeU\Rne feeling beWWeU eYeU\ da\, iW'V
 ZRUWh iW. I'Ye gRW WR find a Za\ WR liYe, and WR liYe in a Za\ WhaW makeV VenVe, XnleVV iW'V
 abVRlXWel\ imSRVVible. SR Zhen Whe\ Vaid Whe\ ZRXld leW me haYe medical caUe, I WhRXghW
 WhaW'V fine .. ." (Ting Ling, WR WVai HVia-WV'Xn Wi Vhih-hRX [1951 ed.], S. 29).
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 didn'W Walk WR me Rnl\ abRXW heUVelf; Vhe aVked me man\ TXeVWiRnV Zhich
 ZeUe nRW diUecWl\ cRnnecWed ZiWh heU life. SRmeWimeV, Zhen I Walked Rf
 VRme UemRWe VXbjecW Vhe ZRXld liVWen ZiWh difficXlW\ bXW VWill fXll Rf in-
 WeUeVW. When Ze Zalked dRZn WR Whe Yillage WRgeWheU all Whe \RXng SeR-
 Sle ZeUe YeU\ nice WR heU. The\ ZeUe, Rf cRXUVe, Whe mRUe acWiYe elemenWV
 in ClRXd. BXW SeRSle like Whe gURceU\-VWRUe RZneU alZa\V ZaWched XV
 cRldl\ ZiWh a YeU\ WighW e[SUeVViRn. The\ diVliked and deVSiVed Ching-
 Ching, and becaXVe Rf m\ aVVRciaWiRn ZiWh heU Whe\ ZRXldn'W acceSW me
 inWR WheiU ciUcle eiWheU. IW ZaV mRUe VR ZiWh Whe ZRmen ZhR SUided
 WhemVelYeV Rn WheiU chaVWiW\. When Whe\ WhRXghW Rf Ching-Ching iW
 UaiVed WheiU Velf-UeVSecW, and Whe\ ZeUe SURXd becaXVe Whe\ had nRW been
 UaSed.

 AfWeU Ah-KZei ZenW aZa\, m\ UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh Ching-Ching be-
 came clRVeU. We alZa\V ZanWed WR be WRgeWheU. I like a SeUVRn Rf fleVh
 and blRRd, enWhXViaVWic, definiWel\ haSS\ RU Vad, and ZiWh a cleaU-cXW
 SeUVRnaliW\. Ching-Ching ZaV Rf WhaW W\Se. OXU WalkV RccXSied a gRRd
 deal Rf m\ Wime, bXW I felW Whe\ ZeUe YeU\ fUXiWfXl, and enlaUged m\
 knRZledge.

 SRRn I diVcRYeUed WhaW Ching-Ching ZaV nRW abVRlXWel\ fUank ZiWh
 me, Vhe had a VecUeW. BXW I did nRW UeVenW iW, beVideV I didn'W ZanW WR
 SURbe inWR heU mind. EYeU\Rne haV VRme VecUeW bXUied deeS dRZn in heU
 heaUW Zhich haV nRWhing WR dR ZiWh RWheU SeRSle.

 The da\ Rf m\ deSaUWXUe ZaV dUaZing neaU. Ching-Ching aSSeaUed
 YeU\ XnVeWWled. She did nRW SaUWicXlaUl\ ZanW WR VSeak WR me RU dR an\-
 Whing definiWe. She came WR m\ URRm mRUe RfWen bXW ZaV alZa\V YeU\
 UeVWleVV and ZenW RXW again. HeU aSSeWiWe had been SRRU laWel\, and
 VRmeWimeV Vhe aWe nRWhing aW all. I aVked abRXW heU ailmenW, bXW I kneZ
 SeUfecWl\ WhaW heU WURXble ZaV nRW Sh\Vical. SRmeWimeV Vhe XUged me WR
 Walk WR heU and VhRZed an eageUneVV WR liVWen, bXW I cRXld Well Vhe ZaV
 Whinking Rf VRmeWhing elVe. She ZaV WU\ing WR cRYeU heU emRWiRn XndeU
 an aWWiWXde Rf indiffeUence.

 TZice, I VaZ WhaW VmaUW \RXng fellRZ cRming RXW Rf Ching-Ching'V
 mRWheU'V caYe. I had cRmSaUed m\ imSUeVViRn Rf him ZiWh
 Ching-Ching'V and I V\mSaWhi]ed ZiWh him. EYen WhRXgh Ching-Ching
 had been XVed b\ VR man\ JaSaneVe, and had cRnWUacWed Whe nRWRUiRXV
 diVeaVe, he VWill called Rn heU SaWienWl\; bRUe heU nR ill-feeling; SURSRVed
 befRUe heU SaUenWV and diVUegaUded all UidicXle and cenVXUe. He aSSaU-
 enWl\ WhRXghW WhaW Vhe needed him mRVW nRZ, and he XndeUVWRRd WhaW a
 man ZiWh Whe neceVVaU\ cRXUage and UeVSRnVibiliW\ VhRXld VWand b\ Whe
 ZRman he lRYed aW a mRmenW like WhiV.

 Ching-Ching, WhRXgh I had had UaWheU a VhRUW SeUiRd in Zhich WR
 jXdge, did nRW VhRZ biWWeUneVV RU dejecWiRn. She neYeU e[SUeVVed Whe
 need RU Whe deViUe fRU a man'V caUe and cRmfRUW. BXW Vhe needed

 ZaUmWh; Vhe had been ZRXnded. PeUhaSV, becaXVe Whe ZRXnd ZaV VR
 deeS, Vhe had becRme haUdeU. An\Za\, I felW Vhe VhRXld haYe VRmeWhing
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 be\Rnd V\mSaWh\ WR ZaUm heU VRXl. I ZiVhed Vhe cRXld cU\ RXW heU gUief.
 NaWXUall\ I hRSed YeU\ mXch WR aWWend Whe Zedding feaVW Rf WhiV

 famil\, RU aW leaVW heaU Whe gRRd neZV befRUe I ZenW aZa\. BXW ZhaW
 cRXld be in Ching-Ching'V mind? The Zedding cRXldn'W be dela\ed
 mXch lRngeU and ZhaW SURblem cRXld WheUe be? TR me WheUe didn'W Veem
 mXch WR ZRUU\ abRXW.

 SecRnd AXnW LiX, heU daXghWeU-in-laZ and Whe liWWle giUl had cRme WR
 m\ URRm WR giYe me VRme neZV. The\ VWa\ed VRme Wime bXW I neYeU gaYe
 Whem a chance WR Walk. If WheUe ZeUe VRmeWhing cRnceUning m\ fUiend
 Zhich Vhe hadn'W WRld me, RU abRXW Zhich I hadn'W aVked heU, I ZRXld
 neYeU ZanW WR heaU iW fURm RWheU SeRSle. IW ZRXld hXUW m\ fUiend, m\Velf,
 and RXU fUiendVhiS.

 IW ZaV Whe Vame da\ WRZaUdV dXVk: Whe cRXUW\aUd ZaV bXVWling ZiWh
 nRiVe. All Whe SeRSle in Whe neighbRUhRRd had gaWheUed WheUe. TheUe
 ZeUe ZhiVSeUV, VRme lRRked Vad, VRme fXll Rf inWeUeVW. The ZeaWheU ZaV
 biWWeU bXW WheVe SeRSle ZeUe cRnVXmed ZiWh cXUiRViW\. The\ VnXggled
 WheiU headV, hXddled WheiU bRdieV WRgeWheU ZiWh WheiU handV WXcked inWR
 WheiU VleeYeV, bUeaWhing in Whe biWWeU cRld aiU and VWaUing aW each RWheU.

 I heaUd TXaUUelling and When VRbbing in EldeU AXnW LiX'V URRm.
 LaWeU, I heaUd a man ZeeS. IW mXVW be Ching-Ching'V faWheU, I WhRXghW.
 Then fRllRZed Whe cUaVh Rf bURken glaVV and I cRXld VWand nR mRUe. I
 SXVhed WhURXgh Whe cURZd Rf RnlRRkeUV.

 "Oh, \RX'Ye cRme jXVW in Wime, dR WU\ WR SeUVXade Ching-Ching."
 SecRnd AXnW LiX SXlled me inVide.

 Ching-Ching'V face ZaV hidden behind heU lRng diVheYelled haiU
 WhURXgh Zhich heU e\eV lRRked fieUcel\ aW Whe cURZd. I VWRRd b\ heU Vide
 bXW Vhe Said nR aWWenWiRn WR me. PeUhaSV Vhe UegaUded me alVR aV Rne Rf
 heU enemieV. She had changed VR cRmSleWel\ WhaW I fRXnd iW almRVW
 imSRVVible WR aVVRciaWe WhiV giUl ZiWh all WhaW keenneVV and jR\fXl VSiUiW
 Zhich had Rnce belRnged WR heU. She lRRked like a Zild animal in caSWiY-
 iW\ RU an aYenging gRddeVV. BXW ZhRm did Vhe Ueall\ haWe and ZhaW made
 heU lRRk VR cUXel?

 "AUe \RX VR haUd-heaUWed? Can'W \RX Whink Rf \RXU SaUenWV? LRRk
 hRZ I haYe VXffeUed fRU \RX WhiV laVW \eaU and hRZ.. ." EldeU AXnW LiX
 ZaV VRbbing and VcRlding fURm Whe kang, ZiWh WeaUV VWUeaming dRZn heU
 face. She ZaV VXUURXnded b\ VeYeUal ZRmen ZhR ZeUe WU\ing WR VWRS heU
 fURm leaYing Whe kang. NRWhing cRXld be mRUe WeUUible, I WhRXghW, Whan a
 ZRman ZhR haV lRVW all heU SUide and Velf-cRnWURl. I ZanWed WR Well heU iW
 ZaV XVeleVV fRU heU WR cU\ like WhaW, bXW I kneZ nR ZRUdV ZRXld be
 effecWiYe.

 The Rld man VaW ZiWh hiV handV hanging dRZn; he lRRked aged and
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 feeble. He Vighed deeSl\. Sha Ta-BaR ZaV ViWWing b\ him and lRRked aW
 Whe Rld cRXSle helSleVVl\.

 "Can'W \RX Va\ aW leaVW Rne ZRUd? YRX VhRXld haYe a liWWle SiW\ Rn
 \RXU mRWheU."

 "TheUe iV a WXUning SRinW fRU eYeU\Whing. EYen Whe URadV and Whe
 UXnning VWUeamV knRZ hRZ WR change WheiU cRXUVe Zhen Whe\ cRme WR a
 dead end. Can'W \RX change a liWWle? Wh\ VR... ?" The ZRmen ZeUe
 WU\ing WR aUgXe ZiWh Ching-Ching.

 I VaZ cleaUl\ WhaW WhiV affaiU ZRXld nRW ZRUk RXW aV Whe\ ZiVhed.
 Ching-Ching made heUVelf YeU\ cleaU. She did nRW need an\ SiW\ nRU
 ZRXld Vhe SiW\ RWheUV. She ZaV XnVhaken in heU deWeUminaWiRn and WheUe
 ZaV nR RWheU Za\. NRWhing cRXld mRYe heU.

 Finall\ Whe\ WRRk m\ adYice WR leW Ching-Ching gR WR m\ URRm WR UeVW
 and leaYe Whe maWWeU WR be VeWWled in Whe eYening. I WRRk Ching-Ching RXW
 bXW Vhe did nRW gR WR m\ URRm. She lefW me and Uan WR Whe back Rf Whe
 hill.

 "Oh, WhaW giUl iV imSRVVible."
 "SR Vhe deVSiVeV and lRRkV dRZn XSRn XV cRXnWU\ fRlk."
 "Think Rf WhaW! NRZ Vhe iV jXVW gRRd fRU nRWhing! SWill VR SURXd.

 ThaW VWXSid Sha Ta-BaR."
 The SeRSle in Whe cRXUW\aUd ZeUe cRmmenWing aV Whe\ diVSeUVed

 Vince WheUe ZaV nRWhing mRUe inWeUeVWing WR Vee. I ZandeUed abRXW in Whe
 cRXUW\aUd fRU a biW and When WXUned WR Whe back Rf Whe hill. A clXVWeU Rf
 Sine WUeeV VXUURXnded VRme gUaYe mRXndV Zhich had bURken gUaYe
 VWRneV in fURnW Rf Whem. TheUe ZaV nRW a hXman VhadRZ RU eYen Whe

 VRXnd Rf a falling leaf. Walking WR and fUR I called fRU Ching-Ching, bXW
 Rnl\ Whe echReV anVZeUed m\ lRnelineVV. The hillV ZeUe in cRmSleWe
 Vilence. The cUimVRn clRXd aW Whe edge Rf Whe Vk\ had diVaSSeaUed Zhile
 Whe melanchRl\ eYening fRg URVe lighWl\ like a VcUeen Rf VmRke. ThURXgh
 Whe lRng and Zinding hillVide I lRRked fRU heU. AfWeU a fUXiWleVV VeaUch I
 VaW dRZn Rn a VWRne WableW. ShRXld I gR XShill RU ZaiW fRU heU heUe?
 PeUhaSV iW ZRXld be beWWeU WR ZaiW heUe. I VinceUel\ ZanWed WR VhaUe heU
 VXffeUing and Sain.

 Then I VaZ a VhadRZ cRming fURm belRZ. InVWanWl\, I UecRgni]ed
 Sha Ta-BaR. I keSW TXieW, hRSing he ZRXld nRW Vee me and ZRXld gR
 VWUaighW XS Whe hill, bXW he Zalked WRZaUdV me.

 "HaYe \RX fRXnd heU?" I cRXld nRW helS VSeaking WR him.
 He VaW dRZn Rn Whe ZiWheUed gUaVV and Uemained VilenW Zhile he

 ga]ed inWR Whe diVWance. I felW a liWWle XneaV\ and embaUUaVVed. He ZaV
 ceUWainl\ YeU\ \RXng. HiV big e\eV, ZiWh WheiU lRng fine e\ebURZV, aS-
 SeaUed UaWheU dXll nRZ. HiV Whin liSV ZeUe clRVed fiUml\ ZiWh gUief and
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 VXSSUeVVed VXffeUing; Whe\ cRXld haYe been fXll Rf life. HiV face lRRked
 hRneVW. BXW ZhaW ZaV Whe XVe?

 "DRn'W feel bad. TRmRUURZ Zill be all UighW. I Zill WU\ WR Walk WR heU
 WhiV eYening!" I WUied WR cRmfRUW him.

 "TRmRUURZ,... She Zill alZa\V haWe me. I knRZ Vhe haWeV me." HiV
 YRice ZaV a liWWle gUXff and Vad.

 "NR, Vhe haV neYeU WRld me WhaW Vhe haWed an\Rne." I VeaUched m\
 mind and kneZ I ZaVn'W l\ing.

 "She ZRXld nRW Well \RX. She ZRXld nRW Well an\Rne. AV lRng aV Vhe
 liYeV Vhe Zill nRW fRUgiYe me."

 "Wh\ VhRXld Vhe haWe \RX?"
 "Of cRXUVe, ...." SXddenl\ he WXUned and VWaUed aW me. "YRX Vee, I

 ZaV SennileVV. I didn'W elRSe ZiWh heU, bXW WhaW ZaV m\ faXlW, ZaVn'W iW?"
 WaiWing fRU m\ anVZeU, almRVW aV if he ZeUe VSeaking WR himVelf, he

 cRnWinXed. "YeV, iW ZaV m\ faXlW. HRZ can I Va\ I ZaV UighW? WaVn'W iW I
 ZhR bURXghW heU WR WhiV ViWXaWiRn? If Rnl\ I cRXld haYe been aV bUaYe aV
 Vhe ZaV, Vhe ZRXld nRW .. ."

 "YeV, I knRZ Vhe Zill haWe me fRU eYeU. WhaW Vhall I dR? WhaW dReV
 Vhe ZanW me WR dR? HRZ can I make heU haSS\? I ZRXld giYe m\ life fRU
 heU. Can I VWill be Rf an\ XVe WR heU? Tell me! I VimSl\ dRn'W knRZ ZhaW WR
 dR. TheVe aUe WRUWXUing da\V. I ZRXld UaWheU haYe been Waken b\ Whe
 DeYilV... ."

 I VXggeVWed WhaW Ze VhRXld gR dRZn. He Zalked ZiWh me fRU VRme
 diVWance and When VWRSSed. He Vaid he heaUd fRRWVWeSV. I encRXUaged
 him WR WXUn back. I did nRW cRnWinXe Rn m\ Za\ aW Rnce, I ZaWched him
 Will he ZaV lRVW amRngVW Whe SineV, XndeU Whe daUk Vk\.

 ThaW eYening I ZenW WR bed YeU\ laWe bXW WheUe ZaV nR neZV Rf Whem.
 I ZRndeUed hRZ Whe\ had liYed WhURXgh Whe nighW.

 I had m\ lXggage Sacked befRUe bUeakfaVW, Uead\ fRU CRmUade Ling
 WR Wake aZa\.

 I had WR UeWXUn WR m\ ZRUk in Whe PRliWical DeSaUWmenW, SRVVibl\ fRU
 Whe MRSSing-US CamSaign. IW ZRXld VWaUW VRRn and m\ healWh did nRW
 SeUmiW me WR lingeU heUe an\ lRngeU. If I inViVWed Rn VWa\ing m\ healWh
 ZRXld make me a bXUden heUe dXUing Whe camSaign. BXW m\ heaUW ZaV
 hanging emSW\-in Whe aiU. When cRXld I cRme back again?

 I felW VRmeRne Vneaking inWR m\ caYe. Ching-Ching jXmSed Rn WR
 m\ kang and VaW RSSRViWe. I VaZ WhaW heU face ZaV VZRllen a liWWle and heU
 feYeUiVh handV made me feel YeU\ XncRmfRUWable. I Ueali]ed nRZ WhaW
 heU illneVV ZaV a VeUiRXV Rne.

 "Ching-Ching. I'm leaYing. I dRn'W knRZ Zhen Ze Vhall meeW again.
 I hRSe \RX Zill liVWen WR \RXU mRWheU...."

 Ting Ling

This content downloaded from 
            140.103.124.197 on Mon, 17 May 2021 20:17:10 UTC             

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 AXWXmn 1976 269

 "I came WR Well \RX WhaW I am leaYing alVR," Vhe cXW in, "SURbabl\
 WRmRUURZ. I ZiVh I cRXld leaYe eYen VRRneU."

 "Reall\?"
 "Reall\!" HeU XVXal e[SUeVViRn UeWXUned, bUighW and cleaU. "The\

 haYe aVked me WR gR fRU medical WUeaWmenW. Ai-\ah! We mighW be WUaYel-
 ling WRgeWheU."

 "DReV \RXU mRWheU knRZ?"
 "NR, bXW Vhe Zill leW me gR if I Va\ iW'V fRU medical WUeaWmenW and I

 SURmiVe WR cRme back Zhen I'm cXUed. WhaW gRRd iV iW WR VWa\ aW hRme."
 She lRRked e[ceSWiRnall\ calm and cRmSRVed WRda\. RemembeUing m\
 cRnYeUVaWiRn ZiWh Sha Ta-BaR I aVked heU blXnWl\,

 "HaV \RXU maUUiage been VeWWled?"
 "WhaW diffeUence dReV iW make?"

 "SR \RX Rbe\ \RXU mRWheU?" ThaW \RXng man had made a deeS
 imSUeVViRn Rn me and I ZanWed him WR be haSS\, bXW I daUed nRW SXW m\
 hRSeV inWR ZRUdV. I WUied WR fRUgeW abRXW him.

 "TR fRllRZ WheiU ZiVh! Wh\ VhRXld I? HaYe Whe\ eYeU liVWened WR
 ZhaW I ZanWed?"

 "SR, \RX aUe hRlding RXW againVW Whem? DR \RX Ueall\ haWe Sha Ta-
 BaR?"

 She ZaV VilenW fRU a lRng Wime. Then Vhe Vaid eYen mRUe calml\,
 "HaWe him? NRW TXiWe WhaW. YRX Vee, I'm a Vick SeUVRn an\Za\. And I
 haYe acWXall\ been mRleVWed b\ VR man\ DeYilV WhaW I can'W eYen Ue-
 membeU. AfWeU all, I am Xnclean, a ZRman ZiWh a black VSRW. SR I'm nRW
 hRSing fRU an\ haSSineVV. IW iV mXch beWWeU WR be bXV\ and liYe amRng
 VWUangeUV Whan ZiWh m\ RZn SeRSle aW hRme. NRZ, Vince Whe\ SURmiVe WR
 Vend me WR X- fRU WUeaWmenW I Whink I'll Uemain WheUe WR VWXd\. I heaU
 iW iV a big Slace ZheUe WheUe aUe man\ VchRRlV WR Zhich eYeU\Rne can gR.
 NRZ ZhaW'V Whe XVe Rf Uemaining heUe WRgeWheU? IW Zill be bad fRU
 eYeU\Rne, VR leW XV gR RXU RZn Za\. I haYe made WhiV deciViRn nRW fRU
 m\Velf alRne bXW fRU eYeU\Rne. SR I dRn'W feel I RZe an\Whing WR RWheUV.
 PeRSle Va\ WhaW I'm \RXng, naUURZ-minded, RbVWinaWe, and bad-
 WemSeUed. Well, I'll nRW bRWheU WR e[Slain m\Velf. TheUe aUe man\ WhingV
 Zhich Whe\ dR nRW haYe WR XndeUVWand."

 I ZaV aVWRniVhed. SR VRmeWhing neZ ZaV gURZing ZiWhin heU. I felW
 WhaW heU ZRUdV deVeUYed caUefXl WhRXghW, bXW aW WhaW mRmenW I meUel\
 WRld heU I aSSURYed Rf heU SlanV.

 HeU famil\ ZaV WheUe Zhen I lefW, bXW Vhe had gRne WR Whe Yillage
 CRXncil Office. I did nRW Vee Sha Ta-BaR eiWheU. M\ heaUW nR lRngeU
 gUieYed, fRU I VaZ a mRUe hRSefXl fXWXUe fRU heU. TRmRUURZ I ZRXld Vee
 heU again. YeV, I VhRXld Vee heU and be ZiWh heU a gUeaW deal. AV VRRn aV I
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 lefW Whe famil\, CRmUade Ling infRUmed me WhaW Ching-Ching had
 definiWel\ made XS heU mind WR leaYe. SR heU SlanV ZeUe VRRn WR be
 Ueali]ed.

 * * *

 The caVe Rf Ting Ling, mRdeUn China'V mRVW famRXV ZRman ZUiWeU,
 illXVWUaWeV VRme Rf Whe dilemmaV cRnfURnWing a feminiVW dedicaWed bRWh
 WR Whe VRcialiVW UeYRlXWiRn and WR liWeUaWXUe. LiWeUaWXUe aV Vhe SUacWiced iW
 SURYideV a UecRUd Rf Whe changing WeUmV Rf heU VeaUch fRU VRlXWiRnV, \eW iW
 ZaV alVR liWeUaWXUe, e[eUWing iWV RZn aeVWheWic demandV iUUeVSecWiYe Rf
 SRliWical cRmmiWmenW, WhaW made heU XniTXel\ YXlneUable. Ting Ling'V
 ZUiWing caUeeU, Zhich laVWed fURm Whe 1920V WR Whe 1950V, VSanned Whe
 WXmXlWXRXV decadeV Rf China in Whe WhUReV Rf UeYRlXWiRn. (AlWhRXgh Vhe
 iV VWill aliYe, Whe ignRminiRXV end Rf heU liWeUaU\ acWiYiW\ ZiWh heU e[SXl-
 ViRn fURm Whe CRmmXniVW SaUW\ in 1958 makeV Whe XVe Rf Whe elegiac SaVW
 WenVe aSSURSUiaWe heUe.) She Veemed, mRUeRYeU, alZa\V WR haYe been aW
 Whe cenWeU Rf ZhaW ZaV haSSening, and each VWage Rf SRliWical hiVWRU\ Vhe
 liYed WhURXgh, ZURWe Rn, and acWed XSRn ZiWh Whe fXll SRZeU Rf heU
 SeUVRnaliW\. The dUama Rf heU biRgUaSh\ iV cUeaWed RXW Rf WheVe WenViRnV
 beWZeen SRliWicV, feminiVm, and aUW; Whe\ alVR helS WR accRXnW fRU Whe
 SaUWicXlaU UeVRnance Rf heU ZUiWingV.
 FRU \eaUV Ting Ling'V life VWRU\ haV been VenVaWiRnali]ed b\ jRXU-

 naliVWV. The fXlleVW chURnRlRgical accRXnWV aUe SURYided b\ fRUeign cRU-
 UeVSRndenWV ZhR WUaYeled WR Yenan, Whe baVe Rf Whe CRmmXniVW SaUW\
 dXUing iWV \eaUV in Whe ZildeUneVV beWZeen 1937 and 1945, and ZhR,
 becaXVe Rf heU UeSXWaWiRn, cRnVideUed iW mandaWRU\ WR inWeUYieZ heU
 Zhile WheUe.8 In addiWiRn WR WheVe jRXUnaliVWic accRXnWV Rf Whe fiUVW half Rf
 heU life, Ze haYe UeminiVcenceV b\ heU cRnWemSRUaUieV, liWeUaU\ gRVViS,
 UXmRUV, e[SRVeV. We dR nRW haYe Whe fXll-Vcale, aXWhenWic biRgUaSh\
 Zhich ZRXld enable XV WR UecRnVWUXcW ZiWh VRme cRnfidence Whe hiVWRUical

 SeUVRnaliW\ behind heU ZUiWingV. We haYe acceVV Rnl\ WR Whe ZRUkV Whem-
 VelYeV and Whe ideaV ZiWhin Whem. Since WheVe aUe mRVW RfWen SURceVVed
 inWR "ficWiRn," Whe\ SURYide WheiU RZn RSaciWieV.

 Ting Ling'V SeUVRnal ViWXaWiRn and cRnceUnV aV a feminiVW ZeUe WhRVe
 Rf Whe "VecRnd geneUaWiRn," in WhaW Whe SiRneeUing baWWleV againVW Whe
 mRVW flagUanW, inVWiWXWiRnali]ed fRUmV Rf RSSUeVViRn-aUUanged maU-
 Uiage, fRRW-binding, denial Rf edXcaWiRn-ZeUe fRXghW and ZRn fRU heU
 WR VRme e[WenW b\ heU mRWheU. The VWRU\ Rf WhiV e[WUaRUdinaU\ ZRman iV
 SaUWl\ WRld in Ting Ling'V XnfiniVhed nRYel MRWheU. HeU famil\, in man\
 Za\V W\Sical Rf Whe declining genWU\ aW Whe Wime, ZaV in VWUaiWened
 ciUcXmVWanceV Zhen Whe faWheU died abRXW 1911. Ting Ling ZaV When
 WhUee RU fRXU \eaUV Rld. LefW ZiWh WZR Vmall childUen, Whe WhiUW\-\eaU-Rld

 8. GXnWheU SWein, The Challenge Rf Red China (NeZ YRUk: McGUaZ-Hill BRRk CR.,
 1945), SS. 251-59; Helen F. SnRZ, WRmen in MRdeUn China (The HagXe: MRXWRn, 1967),
 SS. 190-221; Helen F. SnRZ, The ChineVe CRmmXniVWV: SkeWcheV and AXWRbiRgUaShieV Rf Whe Old
 GXaUd (WeVWSRUW, CRnn.: GUeenZRRd PUeVV, 1972), SS. 262-66.
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